
Pl assesses 
proposed/ongoing 

research under 
DURC/PEPP Policy based 

on biological agent or 
toxin and experiment. 

If applicable, Grant Officer 
notifies funding agency.

If considering 
funding the 
research, funding 
agency notifies 
institution of Pl 
assessment.

IRE assesses Policy 
oversight.

IRE reports findings 
to PI and separately 
to funding agency 
via Grant Officer.

Funding 
agency 
reviews 
research 
institution’s 
assessment.

Category 1 
or 2 DO 
NOT apply

Research found to 
be applicable 
through 
experimentation

IRE and PI submit risk-
benefit analysis and 
risk mitigation plan to 
funding agency. 
Category 2 requires 
assessment by a panel.
Research may not 
proceed/
continue without 
agency approval of the 
plan. 

PI continually 
assesses research for 
changes that may 
alter applicability

Category 
1 or 2 
apply

PI conducts 
research in 
accordance with 
approved risk 
mitigation plan and 
applicable 
regulations. 

Plan approved

Plan 
denied

Research 
does not 
move 
forward.

PI Institutional Review Entity (IRE) Funding Agency/DeptKey:

Dual Use Research of Concern and Pathogens with 
Enhanced Pandemic Potential Review Process

Stop

Funding 
denied

Research 
does not 
move 
forward.

NOTE: Harvard requires institutional (IRE) 
evaluation of research under the Policy regardless 
of funding source. Non-sponsored research 
excludes funding agency steps and relies on 
institutional decisions.

https://coms.hms.harvard.edu/
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